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that it has never appeared in oral tradition, nor is its structure
—couplets of six-stressed lines—found in any other ballad.
But since the test of a ballad is not that it has been found in
oral circulation, nor that it has originated in a particular way,
nor that it conforms to a standard metrical structure, but
simply that it has certain dramatic and stylistic characteristics,
"Judas" ought to be accepted as a genuine ballad.
After "Judas* \ the characteristic ballad does not appear
again until two hundred years later; and even in fifteenth-
century texts it is not very common. Sloane MS. 2593, which
dates perhaps from the first half of the fifteenth century, has
two ballads, "St. Stephen and Herod" (22), and "Robyn and
Gandeleyn" (115). The first of these is again a religious poem
based on the Apocryphal story of the roasted cock that crew.
It has a piece of extremely "un-popular" Latin in it: "The
capon crew Christus Natus est". "Robyn and Gandeleyn" is
more like a typical ballad, with a lyrical refrain "Robyn lyeth
in grene wode boundyn", though it has a minstrel's conventional
beginning:
I herde a carpyng of a clerk,
Al at yone wodes ende,
Of gode Robyn and Gandeleyn;
Was ther non other thynge.
"Riddles Wisely Expounded" (i) is found in a manuscript
of about 1450—the oldest text of any of the ballads surviving
in oral tradition. It has a genuine and primitive motif: a maiden
outwits a supernatural being by the power of the word.
The only other ballads to be found in fifteenth-century
manuscripts are two about Robin Hood: "Robin Hood and
the Monk" (119), about 1450, and "Robin Hood and the
Potter" (121), about 1500. There is some evidence that Robin
Hood ballads existed as early as the fourteenth century. In
the "B" text of "Piers Plowman", which is dated at about
1377, Sloth knew "rymes of Robyn Hood and Randolf erle
of Chestre". Professor Bruce Dickins has noted a fragment in
a hand of about 1400 scribbled in a Lincoln Cathedral MS.
This looks like the beginning of a ballad:

